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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California speaks Wednesday during a vote on the impeachment of President Donald Trump, before lawmakers passed both articles of 
impeachment against him. The matter may now go to the Senate. The historic vote split along party lines, much the way it has divided the nation. 


House vote sets up Senate trial 


BY LISA MASCARO 
AND MARY CLARE JALONICK 


Associated Press 


President Donald Trump 
was impeached by the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
Wednesday night, becoming 


only the third American chief 


executive to be formally 
charged under the Constitu- 
tion’s ultimate remedy for 
high crimes and misdemean- 
ors. 


The historic vote split along 


party lines, much the way it 


has divided the nation, over 
the charges that the 45th presi- 
dent abused the power of his 
office by enlisting a foreign 
government to investigate a 
political rival ahead of the 
2020 election. The House then 
approved a second charge, that 
he obstructed Congress in its 
investigation. 

The articles of impeach- 
ment, the political equivalent 
of an indictment, may now go 
to the Senate for trial. Howev- 
er, minutes after the House 
impeached Trump, Speaker 


Nancy Pelosi threw the pro- 
cess into confusion by refusing 
to say when or whether she 
would send the articles of 
impeachment to the Senate. 

At a news conference held 
immediately after the vote, 
Pelosi said, “we’ll see what 
happens” when asked whether 
she would send the articles to 
the Senate. She said House 
Democrats could not name 
impeachment managers - 
House prosecutors who make 
the case in a Senate trial - until 
they know more about how the 


Senate will conduct a trial. 

Pelosi made the comments 
after Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell rejected a 
proposal earlier this week from 
Senate Democratic leader 
Chuck Schumer to call several 
witnesses. The GOP-led Sen- 
ate is expected to acquit 
Trump. 

Asked whether she could 
guarantee she would send the 
articles, she said “that would 
have been our intention” but 
that they will see what the 
Senate decides. 


She said: “We are not having 
that discussion, we have done 
what we set out to do.” 

If Trump is acquitted by the 
Republican-led chamber, as 
expected, he still would have 
to run for re-election carrying 
the enduring stain of impeach- 
ment on his purposely dis- 
ruptive presidency. 

He saw the blame flowing 
the other direction. He told a 
political rally in Michigan 
Wednesday night that “crazy 
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MINUTES AFTER THE HOUSE IMPEACHED TRUMP, SPEAKER NANCY PELOSI 
THREW THE PROCESS INTO CONFUSION BY REFUSING TO SAY WHEN OR 
WHETHER SHE WOULD SEND THE ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT TO THE SENATE. 


California Democrats led impeachment vote 


BY DAVID LIGHTMAN 
AND KATE IRBY 


dlightman@mcclatchydc.com 


WASHINGTON 

About one of every five votes 
for the impeachment of Presi- 
dent Donald Trump Wednesday 
came from a California House 


member. 

The House voted 230 to 197 
to charge Trump with abuse of 
power, and 229 to 198 to charge 
him with obstruction of Con- 
gress, stemming from Trump’s 
withholding of security aid to 
Ukraine as a condition of the 
European nation announcing 


investigations into former Vice 
President and Democratic presi- 
dential candidate Joe Biden and 
his son Hunter. Rep. Tulsi Gab- 
bard, a Democrat running for 
president, voted present both 
times. 

In each case, 45 of the yes 
votes came from California 


Democrats. 

California’s big influence was 
not just because of its size, but 
its strong Democratic party. 
California has 45 Democratic 
House members and seven 
Republicans, and they all voted 
along party lines. 

While the outcome reflects 
the state’s strong disdain for 
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